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Chippenham & Snailwell  

 Horticultural Society 
 Autumn Show

Saturday September 13th, 2.30pm 
 Village Hall, Chippenham 

Vegetables ~ Flowers ~ Cookery ~ Floral Art 
All entries very welcome. There are classes for 
vegetables, cut flowers and pot plants, cookery, 
preserves, floral arrangements and a children’s section.  
Schedules for adults and children  available from Fred 
Fuller, 39b New Street, or Brian Drake, 10 Palace Lane, 
Chippenham or Betty Snare, 15 The Green Snailwell. Even 
if you don’t enter the Show, do come along and have a 
look at the displays. 

Private Hire 
Taxi Service

Nial Murphy from Freckenham 
is pleased to offer a quality 

private hire service at reasonable cost. All local and 
distance work undertaken. No surcharges for local work. 
Non smoking. To get in touch, please ring  01638 720047.

COACH HOUSE DISABLED RIDERS
We have changed our riding time to Tuesdays at 2pm for approx 
one hour and are looking for new helpers.  No previous 
experience necessary as training will be given.  Riding will start 
on September 9th.   
If you are able to help us please contact Linda at the stables or 
phone 01638 720415 (Coach House), Jim on 01638 742376, 
Elaine on 01638 751269 or Sheila on 01638 720812. 

Yoga at Chippenham 
Mondays 18.30-20.30 

at the Village Hall 
Everybody and all abilities welcome! 

New beginners can join the class 
anytime, so just come along! 

 
Questions of Faith

Monday September 8th 
Chippenham Village Hall, 7 – 8.15pm 

"The Psalms of David: History and Poetry" 
All welcome      Entrance free 

For Sale: One 4' bed, headboard, mattress and 
drawers underneath. Offers invited. Please ring Jean 
on 720526. 
Experienced Hairdresser
All hair cutting and treatments available. For prices and 
appointments please contact Becky Coverdale at 28 High 
Street, Chippenham, Tel: 720734. 

Village of the Year Competition

You may have read elsewhere that Chippenham has won 
the East Cambs part of the national “Village of the Year” 
competition. Our first round entry was a written 
submission put together by Alan Broadway which 
explained all about life in Chippenham under five 
headings: Community life, Business, Young people, 
Older people and Environment. This put us into the top 
12 in the County and led to an exhibition evening at 
Haddenham when a small team and a huge stand 
stunned the judges and got us into the last six. The stand 
is at present residing in the back of the church and 
everyone is invited to pop in anytime to have a look. Our 
entry looked most professional (thanks to Terry Cross), 
with wonderful photographs, hanging baskets, a bench 
with fruit, vegetables and flowers and a video (of the 
Talent Night and Jubilee) plus a stand at least twice the 
size of all the others (see above). 
Congratulations to Terry Cross, Kevin Pallant, Darren 
Hughes, Alan and Judy Broadway, Mike Banyard, Fiona 
Maxwell, Eileen Smalley, Leena Kiddy and Jennifer 
Wilson for the magnificent effort to date. 
Now we await the visit of the judges here on August 13th 
when they will be shown round the village by Darren and 
Kevin (amongst others) to give them a feel for the size of 
the village and the variety of activities here. Could 
everyone please help on that day by picking up litter, etc. 
in the vicinity of their properties, to make sure the village 
looks its best. 
The presentation evening is on Friday September 12th at 
Sutton when we hope to collect not only the District but 
the County award too.  

Gardens competitions judging 
The annual competition for hanging baskets and containers in 
Chippenham and the contest for the best garden in Chippenham 
and Snailwell will be judged during the first two weeks in 
August. The results will be announced at the Autumn Show on 
September 13th.  

Steam Day & Fete
Saturday September 20th, 2pm onwards

20 High Street Chippenham (Sue & Alan Blazey) 
Stalls, Games, Steam train rides 

Barbecue & refreshments 
Bring all the family to join in the fun 

In aid of Isleham PTA funds 



CAN YOU AFFORD TO WAIT FOR AN EVENT TO HAPPEN
& THEN FIND YOU'VE RUN OUT OF MONEY?

OUR NEW “LIFEPATH” FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICE HELPS YOU TO IDENTIFY EVENTS AND 
QUANTIFY THE FUNDS YOU NEED TO ACHIEVE YOUR LIFESTYLE GOALS 

 

CONTACT
 

BRIAN WILSON : - 01638 721431              www.newmarketfinancialplanning.co.uk

Chippenham Tennis Club
Following last year's success in Division 3, the mens' team is 
doing well in Division 2 as this results table shows:  

Norfolk & Suffolk League Mens' Division 2 
Team Played Won Drawn Lost Points 
Risbygate A 10 5 2 3 12 
Burwell A 5 5 0 0 10 
Chippenham 8 4 1 3 9 
Risbygate B 6 3 1 2 5 
Exning B 5 2 1 2 5 
Victory B 8 1 1 6 3 
Soham B 4 0 0 4 0 
The mens' team has four players drawn from a pool of about 8, 
whereas our newly-created mixed team has given no fewer than 
15 different people a chance to play for Chippenham in our first 
season, with victories over Soham and Wickhambrook to date. 

Alan Broadway  
Chippenham Women’s Institute

We don't have a meeting in August but start our monthly meetings 
again in September. On Wednesday September 17th we meet to 
hear Mrs Hunt talk on Silk Painting. The competition is for a 
fridge magnet. 
All members and friends are very welcome to our talks. Meetings 
all start at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 

 Ginette Hawes, President (781127) 
Eileen Smalley, Secretary (720453)

Teas at the Park
The Park Open Day in June proved very profitable for us. 
We raised an amazing £1293 during the afternoon, from 
serving teas, a barbecue, Tombola and a percentage of 
the gate money. Many thanks to Anne and Eustace for 
giving us the opportunity to do this; it makes a very 
welcome boost for our church funds. Thank you also to 
everyone who helped by serving teas, manning the 
Tombola and by donating cakes. The afternoon was made 
very special by the appearance of "The Reverbs", (Paul, 
Rob, Tim and Steve), who encouraged many people to 
stay to listen to their music and spend even more money 
on tea and the Tombola.     Thanks again, Alan Broadway 
 

For Sale, one pair of child's  
tennis shoes, size 3.  

Please call Judy Gear on 721081 

Chippenham Cricket Club
Junior Cricket

A Junior Cricket Day will take place on Thursday 7th August.
In the morning, starting at 10.15am, there will be an 
opportunity for 7-11 year olds to enter the ECB Cricket Test 
Awards. This will be based on the skills that the juniors have 
been working at on a Monday night. After lunch (which will be 
provided) we will be joined by youngsters from Cockenach 
Cricket Club for a Kwik Cricket Tournament. A light tea will 
also be provided for the teams during the course of the 
afternoon.   
It is important that I know exactly how many are attending by 
Monday 4th August so if you have not told me yet or said you 
were coming and now can’t, please telephone Darren Hughes 
on 01638 720915. 

Young player successes
Congratulations to 15-year-old Jo “Chop” Heather and 14-
year-old Ed Waites who have both been playing regularly for 
Suffolk this summer. In addition Chop scored his maiden 
century (110) for us against Pimpernel earlier this month and 
Ed was voted Midweek League Young Player of the Year. 

Fixture news
An extra fixture has been added and will take place at home on 
Friday 8th August, start time 2pm. 
Unfortunately the match on the 28th August against Old 
Chelmsfordians has now been cancelled. 

Recent results
5th July  v Litchborough Match drawn
Chippenham 228 for 4    A Wright 85, D Hughes 52 
Litchborough 211 for 5   C Robinson 9-0-4-52 
12th July v Gestingthorpe Chippenham won
Chippenham 199 for 8  
 A Wright 59, P Fishpool 41 n.o. , E Waites 38 
Gestingthorpe 187         P Fishpool  6-0-4-35 
13th July  v Lidgate Chippenham won
Lidgate 176                    C Robinson 9-4-4-22 
Chippenham 180 for 2    A Mangell 79 
20th July v Pimpernel Chippenham won
Chippenham 201 for 8    J Heather 110 
Pimpernel 179   
 K Pallant 10-4-4-21, T Hedger 9-2-2-41 
26th July v E Crawley XI Chippenham lost
E Crawley XI  205           F Hurst 10-1-4-72 
Chippenham 197  
 S Heather 38 n.o., K Pallant 32, R Ward 22 
27th July v Royston II Chippenham won
Royston II 152                 C Pammenter 6-1-3-18 
Chippenham 153 for 3          J. Heather 55 n.o., S Heather 49 
 

Meggie’s Pet Sitting



Just to let all my customers know 
that I have moved house to 
number 4 Tharp Way. If you are 
going away and have pets that 
need looking after, please give me 
a ring on 01638 720062 or pop in 
@ 4 Tharp Way Chippenham. 
Megan Dumphreys 
 

HealthWise
As many of you may be aware strokes have become something of 
an issue in our family of late. They can occur to either sex at any 
age so it is worth considering some ways of reducing the risk. 
Fruit and vegetables are a good place to start because of the high 
fibre content which reduces blood pressure as well as other 
beneficial substances all of which lower cholesterol. Remember 
we are urged to eat five a day of each to get a good range of 
protective factors so try to increase your intake gradually. 
Whole-grains, like wholemeal bread, wholegrain pasta and 
brown rice can cut the risk factor by some 35 per cent. White 
versions of these foods have all been processed so that most of 
the goodness has been removed leaving a less healthy alternative. 
Nuts (especially walnuts), seeds and oily fish, plus soya and 
canola oil provide the essential oils which our body needs to 
function. It is the animal fats (they go solid when cooled) which 
tend to raise cholesterol levels and affect the constitution of the 
blood so keep those to a minimum and try to find other sources of 
protein.  
Nicotine raises blood pressure and cigarette smoke makes your 
blood thicker and more likely to clot. The position with regard to 
alcohol is less clear in that while moderate amounts can reduce 
the risk of ischaemic stroke, any amount can cause some increase 
of haemorrhagic stroke, and heavy drinking raises the risk factor 
for both. Obesity increases the risk of stroke by fifty per cent so 
do try to shed those extra pounds. Taking HRT, according to the 
most recent studies, can increase your risk of having a stroke by 
forty one per cent in the first five years so those taking it should 
have regular checks or consider natural alternatives. Using good 
quality supplements plus garlic, ginko biloba and ginger can 
make a significant difference and using a good quality toothpaste 
and brushing regularly is more important than you think. 
Researchers have found that those with severe gum disease have 
a two fold risk of stroke as a result of clogged arteries. 
Remember the Aloe Vera Toothgel containing propolis which 
kills bacteria instantly and does not contain fluoride which 
researchers are now discovering can actually ruin teeth rather 
than being of benefit and there is increasing evidence in the link 
between fluoride and certain cancers - we will save that for 
another article! 
As always do contact me if you think I can help with any health or 
nutritional issues or if you would like advice on any of my 
product ranges. 
Maureen@penney24.go-plus.net or tel: 01638 750475.  
 

Cambridgeshire Historic Churches Trust
Annual Sponsored Cycle Ride

Saturday September 13th, 10am - 6pm
The annual cycle ride in aid of the Cambs Historic 
Churches Trust is taking place on September 13th. 
There will be at least two cyclists from Chippenham 
taking part, and hopefully some from Snailwell. Please 
sign up for sponsorship if you are asked, as half of the 
money raised comes back to our churches and both have 
benefited from loans from the Trust in the past.  
Chippenham raised the second highest amount of any 
church in the whole of Ely Diocese last year, so we hope 
to keep up the good work. Snailwell recently received a 
grant from the Trust, so the more money we collect the 
better. 
Sponsorship forms and information are available now 
from Maureen Howes in Snailwell (577456) or  Judy 
Broadway in Chippenham (720619). 

 
Farm Shop Delicatessen 

 
"Just off the A11 near Chippenham" 

Fresh meats all from East Anglian Farms 
Local seasonal fresh fruit and vegetables 

Delicatessen with over 50 different cheeses 
Wide range of ales & fine wines (from £3.95 a bottle) 
Delicious homemade "ready meals", cakes & pastries  
COMING SOON - Estima potatoes, pears, apples & 

plums, all grown at La Hogue! 
Opening hours

Tuesday to Friday, 10am – 7pm 
Saturday 10am – 5.30pm  Sunday 10am – 4pm 

Tel: 01638 751128 : Fax: 01638 552688 
or visit our website www.lahogue.co.uk

M S Harding Interior and Exterior Painting
For a reliable, honest and professional 

service call Mark on: 
Mobile 07710 181729, Tel 01353 723140 
48 Cloverfield Drive, Soham, CB7 5FS 

 

Games For Sale
Playstation Games:

Colin McRae rally 
F1 racing  
Jurassic Park – the Lost World. 

 Computer Games:
Buzz Lightyear of Star Command 
Famous Five – The Silver Tower. 

All only £5 each. Please ring Giles Gear on 721081.
(apologies for the wrong number given last time) 

 





The Parish Churches of Chippenham & Snailwell 

Chippenham Sunday Rota 
SUNDAY  August  

3rd 
August 
10th 

August 
17th 

 August 
24th 

August 
31st 

Sept  
7th 

Sept 
14th 

Sept 
21st 

Sept 
28th 

Oct 5th 
6.30pm 

SIDESMEN Anne Ian Brian Alan Jan Anne Ian Alan Brian Jan 
READERS Eileen Brian James Chris Anne Jan Eileen Brian James Chris 
WINE Isabel & 

Terry 
Mandy & 

Ian 
Fiona & 

Peter 
Alan & 

Judy 
Paul & 
Isobel 

Sean & 
Moira 

James & 
Jan Anne Kevin & 

Linda Beth & Tim

CLEANING Fiona & 
Mandy 

Judy Eileen 
& Mary Julie Paul & 

James 
Fiona & 
Mandy 

Judy Eileen 
& Mary Julie Paul & 

James 
Fiona & 
Mandy 

Judy Eileen 
& Mary 

FLOWERS Jennifer Nicola Joyce Sam               Helen FLOWER 
FESTIVAL 

Please note Judy Gear (Tel: 721081) & Linda Sadler (Tel: 721713) are happy to act as sidesmen if anyone is away.  

Flower Festival weekend at St Margaret's 
"All Good Gifts" October 4th – 5th 

St Margaret's Church, Chippenham, will be holding its Flower 
Festival and Harvest Festival weekend on October 4th and 5th. 
The theme is "All Good Gifts" and we intend it to be a celebration 
of all the skills and talents that are around in the village. The idea 
is that each exhibit should represent a skill, craft or talent as well 
as a flower arrangement. Examples could include sewing, knitting, 
carpentry, poetry, calligraphy, music-making, cookery, vegetable 
growing, or any kind of sport. Of course there will be plenty of 
room for children's work too. If necessary there will be help with 
the flower arranging on hand. 
The weekend will feature a concert and Compline by the Choir on 
the Saturday evening, plus a Harvest Festival with Harvest 
Supper in church afterwards on Sunday evening. 
Anyone who would like to contribute to the Festival in any way 
should contact Alan Broadway on 720619, Jennifer Wilson on 
620649 or Mike Banyard on 721616.  

Snailwell Sunday Rota 
Readers/sidesmen Flowers & Cleaning

August 3rd Michael Sophie & Jane 
August 10th Maureen " 
August 17th Gaynor Terry, Muriel, Maureen 
August 24th Betty " 
August 31st Muriel Bryan & Betty 
September 7th Charles "
September 14th Michael Gaynor & Sue 
September 21st Maureen "
September 28th Gaynor Sophie & Jane 
October 5th Betty " 
If these dates don’t suit, please swap or contact                           
Maureen 

Open Day on June 26th 
I am pleased to report that we raised £750 for Methodist charities 
at our annual Open Day in June. Thanks to all who attended.                 
Jean Simpson  

Snailwell Church News
The Fete, July 19th

What a splendid day! The weather was perfect, the venue was 
great and Robbie and Tina did us proud. Everyone seemed to 
have a lovely time. Richard Fox was again the star of the whole 
event. A special thank-you to everybody who sponsored a snail. 
The interest and demand was overwhelming: they were still 
coming in on Saturday morning, but sadly I had to say "no more"! 
The majority of the snails performed well, though one or two 
refused to race. The total raised on the day was £1,168 and this is 
slowly increasing as further donations (amounting to £110 to date) 
are received. Many thanks to everyone who contributed with 
donations, articles, time and muscle. Every little bit was 
appreciated. On behalf of St Peter's Church PCC, thank you all. 

Another event?
During some of the Fete meetings it was suggested that we have an 
event for the whole village; something along the lines of an 
outdoor party or street party including all ages, especially 
including those who don't get out much. Personally I liked what 
was being discussed. A date at the end of August or beginning of 
September would probably be the best, weather-wise. 
Has anyone any other ideas? If so could you contact either Evelyn 
and Clive at the Old School, Hannah at 7 New Cottages, Gaynor 
at 1 Manor Farm Barns or Maureen at 6 The Street. It may mean 
the making of lots of salads, pastries, sandwiches, cakes, sweets 
and jellies but in this village it shouldn't be a problem, just a Fun 
Day for the village. Not a Fund Day – no money raising will be 
involved. What do you think?            MH 

Ringing in the changes at St Margaret's
On Monday 30th June a Quarter Peal was rung  

to welcome Michael Banyard as Curate,  
comprising 1260 changes of Plain Bob Doubles. 

Ringers were: 
1 : Janet Tudor (Ely)        2 : Rosemary Palmer (Fordham) 
3 : Simon Smith (Ely)   4 : Chris Bell (Fordham)   
5 : Brian Hullah (Shouldham)  6 : Nigel Sutton (Ely)   

(conductor)



Parish Council News 
Neighbourhood Watch

There has been a spate of distraction burglaries in this area during 
the past few weeks, with people claiming to be from the Water 
Board, etc., attempting to gain access generally to older people's 
houses. Please make sure any elderly person living nearby is aware 
of this and encourage them not to open their door without checking 
credentials. It is also prudent to keep back doors locked when 
answering the front door.                      Bryan Orme  

Fly-tipping in Fordham Road, Snailwell
Snailwell Parish Council has for some time been very 
concerned at the increase in fly tipping in Fordham Road. 
We believe this is due in great part to people visiting EMR 
Ltd (was Mayer Parry) to bring scrap vehicles, parts of 
which are not accepted or subject to a fee. The unwanted 
items, tyres, insulation, etc., are then discarded at the 
roadside or in the nearby stream.  
To try to solve this problem, Councillors are meeting the 
Depot Manager on August 6th to discuss a way forward. We 
hope to encourage EMR and the District Council to work 
together to keep this area tidy and make it once again a 
pleasant way into Snailwell. 

Current Planning Applications
Plans recently received by Chippenham PC: 
� 3-bedroom dwelling with garage, land to rear of 4 Tharp Way, 

03/00796 for Mr & Mrs Devonport 
� Variation of conditions: to operate moto-cross track on 

Wednesdays, Wildtracks Offroad Activity Park, 03/00665 for 
Wildtracks Ltd 

� Conversion of outbuilding to studio/annexe (revision), 
Cornfields, 4 Park Farm Barns, 99/01042 for Mr & Mrs 
O'Hegarty 

� Lean-to on games room and roof gargoyle, 56 High Street, 
03/0399 for Mr & Mrs Trushell 

� Canopy over front door, Jamaica Barn, Chippenham Park, 
03/00522 for Mr & Mrs Waites 

Plans recently received by Snailwell PC: 
� Single storey rear extension, 2 Hill Cottages,  

19 The Green, 03/00600 for Ms J Theophilus 
Please note that all planning applications are available for viewing 
by members of the public on application to the Parish Clerk at 50 
High Street, Chippenham.  
Plans are copyright of the applicant and may not be copied without 
their permission. 

THE NEXT MEETING of Chippenham Parish Council will be 
held on Tuesday September 16th at 7.30pm, in the Village Hall. 
Snailwell Parish Council’s next meeting will be held in St Peter’s 
Church on Thursday September 4th at 7.45pm.  

Next issue Please send all notices and news for the next 
issue to the Editor, Judy Broadway,  
50 High Street, Chippenham, Tel: 720619, by September 
25th. You can e-mail me at  j.broadway@dial.pipex.com.
And the Newsletter is available on-line at  

www.ely.anglican.org/parishes/chippenham/news.htm 

Staploe Medical Centre Minibus
Revised Times

Please note that as from August 1st the minibus to the 
Soham doctors' surgery will leave half an hour later 
than its previous time. The minibus will leave the Park 
Gates at 10.50am on Mondays, calling at Tharp Way 
and leaving the bus shelter at 10.52am. It arrives at the 
surgery at 11.30am. For more information ring the 
surgery on 01353 624123.  

Chippenham Play Areas
The Parish Council has recently carried out some minor 
repairs to the play equipment at the Tharp Way play 
area following the annual inspection. The equipment is 
inspected at regular intervals, but if in the meantime 
anyone notices that any item needs attention could 
they please report this to the Parish Council. 
Please also note that the playing field by the allotments 
is for the use of everyone, young and older. In 
particular people using the field to play golf should not 
discourage others from using it at the same time – it is 
a large area and there should be plenty of room if 
users are considerate of the needs of others. 

Judy Broadway, Clerk, 50 High Street, Tel: 720619 
Kevin Pallant, Chairman, Coach House, Tel: 720415 

New Pension Service
The Government has set up a new service - The 
Pension Service, part of the Department for Work and 
Pensions. The role of The Pension Service is to provide 
you with the service you deserve, delivered in a way 
that is convenient to you whether you are already a 
pensioner or are planning for your retirement, no 
matter how far off it might be. 
The Pension Service will handle all telephone and 
postal claims, processing and enquiries about 
Retirement Pension, Minimum Income Guarantee (later 
Pension Credit) and related entitlements in 26 centres 
to be rolled out nationally. For Cambridgeshire the 
centre will be in Norwich. Primary contact with the 
Pension Service will be by telephone. The call will cost 
no more than a local telephone call for land based calls 
The Local Service will provide face-to-face contact for 
customers unable to transact business on the 
telephone, by post or electronically. We will provide 
this face-to-face service where it is needed. The Local 
Service will also work with other organisations to 
deliver pension-related services. We aim to publicise 
information about benefit entitlements and the Pension 
Service by setting up information points for leaflet 
display, by initiating regular ‘drop in’ events i.e. in 
libraries round the county or by offering presentations 
to Pensioner and other groups. If you would like to 
know more about events in your area please ring and 
ask for one of the Local Pension Team. The contact 
number for East Cambs is 01223 545200. 



The Parish Churches of Chippenham & Snailwell 
 

Church Diary
August

Sun 3rd    Trinity 7 (G) 
Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15  John 6:24-35 
Holy Communion       Snailwell      9.30 am 
Sung Eucharist & Baptisms   Chippenham 11 am  
Sun 10th   Trinity 8 (G) 
1 Kings 19:4-8  John 6:35,41-51 
Mattins   Snailwell      9.30 am 
Sung Eucharist  Chippenham 11 am  
Sun 17th  Trinity 9 (G) 
Proverbs 9:1-6   John 6:51-58 
Holy Communion  Snailwell      9.30 am 
Sung Eucharist  Chippenham 11 am  
Sun 24th  Bartholomew the Apostle (R) 
Isaiah 43:8-13  Luke 22:24-3 
Mattins   Snailwell      9.30 am 
Mattins   Chippenham 11 am  
Sun 31st   Trinity 11 (G) 
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9  Mark 7:1-8,14,15,21-23 
Holy Communion  Snailwell      9.30 am 
Sung Eucharist  Chippenham 11 am  

September
Sun 7th   Trinity 12 (G) 
Isaiah 35:4-7a   Mark 7: 24-37 
Holy Communion  Snailwell      9.30 am 
Sung Eucharist  Chippenham 11 am  
Sun 14th   Holy Cross Day (R) 
Philippians 2:6-11  John 3:13-17 
Mattins   Snailwell      9.30 am 
Sung Eucharist  Chippenham 11 am  
Sun 21st        Matthew Apostle & Evangelist (R) 
2 Corinthians 4:1-6  Matthew 9:9-13 
Holy Communion  Snailwell      9.30 am 
Sung Eucharist  Chippenham 11 am  
Sun 28th   Trinity 15 (G) 
James 5: 13-20   Mark 10:13-16 
Mattins   Snailwell      9.30 am 
Mattins & Baptism   Chippenham 11 am  

October
Sun 5th   Trinity 16 (G) 
Joel 2:21-27                      Matthew 6: 25-33 
Holy Communion  Snailwell      9.30 am 
FLOWER FESTIVAL WEEKEND AT CHIPPENHAM 
Harvest Festival and Harvest Supper  
 Chippenham 6.30pm  

From the Three Rivers Curate: Mike Banyard
What a superb welcome to Helen and myself in both Snailwell and 
Chippenham as I take up the post of Assistant Curate in the Three 
Rivers Group, and start our new life in the Vicarage. The fete at 
Snailwell meant that we could meet many who live there and the 
theme of Chippenham’s entry to the Village of the Year 
competition is, “Chippenham: A great place to live”, and our 
experience in both villages has been that they both are great places 
to be. A wonderful sense of community. So a huge thank you to 
everybody who has made us so welcome here and who are 
encouraging us in ministry. Your hospitality has been stunning.  
My ordination as a Deacon in Ely Cathedral on June 28th marked a 
significant step in my own journey of faith, and it was tremendous 
to be surrounded by so many friends and family who supported me 
there. After twenty-eight years as a secondary school teacher in 
Ely, Cyprus, Hong Kong and Germany, and as a church worker at 
the Anglican Cathedral in Hong Kong, it was time to accept that my 
particular vocation was to minister full time in the church here in 
England. So here we are, living in the Vicarage in Chippenham, 
ministering mainly here and in Snailwell and working alongside 
Anne Haselhurst the Vicar of Fordham who supervises and leads 
me in the next stage of my training. We are delighted to be here. 
Change can be a great challenge, though it often provides 
opportunities too. Returning to College in Cambridge in 2001 to 
study theology in preparation for ordination marked a significant 
change for me. Westcott House, in Jesus Lane, is a theological 
college with around 60 students on the first stage of their training 
to be priests in the Church of England. There is a wide age range, 
in my year from 23 to 58, both men and women. Studying, working 
and living alongside such a diverse group was a great challenge. 
Sometimes it seemed overwhelming. Learning Greek at my age 
was difficult! Writing essays again and making presentations were 
skills to be re-learned.  
Nothing like the challenges which so many face though, especially 
in times of loss or when life just seems too difficult and not taking 
the path we either expected or sought. Where can we find 
acceptance and under-standing? Where can we find, not simple 
answers, but a sympathetic, listening ear, gentleness, kindness, 
patience and support? The church is here for you, to worship God, 
and to live in the way Jesus Christ showed us, building community, 
welcoming the stranger, working for peace and justice in our 
hearts, in our families and in our communities. 
My telephone number is 01638 721616. Our main worship is on 
Sunday at 9.30am in Snailwell and 11am in Chippenham. See you 
there! May God bless you.   MB

 

St Peter's Church, Snailwell, Restoration work
Cambs Historic Churches Trust grant of £1,000

The Snailwell Parochial Church Council would like to express their sincere thanks and appreciation for the financial 
support provided towards the rewiring of St Peter's Church completed earlier this year with grant aid amounting to 
£1,000. This grant aid came from Waste Recycling Environmental Ltd (WREN) through Cambs Historic Churches 
Trust using East Waste Ltd and Anti-Waste Ltd Landfill Tax credits.  



Children’s Competition


