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Next Newsletter deadline  January 7th 2014

Sunday 1st December  Candlelit
     ADVENT CAROL SERVICE 6.30pm
 one of the loveliest services of the season

CHRISTMAS EVE 
24th December

Traditional Carol Service 
6pm  

St Margaret’s, 
Chippenham 

 

Stop Press..... this may just reach you in time 
to still grab a seat at the Chippenham Panto 

                      ROBYN HOOD
performances  Thurs 28th, Fri 29th 7.30pm 
and matinee 4pm Saturday 30th November 
at Chippenham Village Hall. Tickets subject 
to  availability from: La Hogue, Tharp Arms 
or Wendy Tel:721791

Don’t forget your prize draw tickets before the 
popular Christmas market too, all in aid of  
maintaining our 900 year old historic building

December - January 2014
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Would you like to sing at our popular Christmas Eve 
Carol Service? 

 

Do you enjoy singing and can hold a tune? 

I am putting together a choir for Christmas and will be holding 
auditions on Sunday December 8 at 3pm in Chippenham Church. 
You will need to commit to two practices on Wednesday nights 11th 
& 18th December, you must be able to come to both of these. 

You do not have to read music but must be able to sing in tune and 
hold a tune against others singing different musical parts.  If you 
would like to try but are unsure come along and let me give you 
some guidance, we will be limited to a certain number.  

TERRY CROSS 

 

Snailwell   Christmas Fayre -Sat. Dec.14th 2pm-4pm. 
      As always lots of bargains. And a great Raffle

Articles required – We will gladly help you to recycle, gifts or items 
received but never likely to be used;  Toys – Games – Books – 
Toiletries - Christmas items and decorations – Jewellery, all good 
condition please, but nothing electrical. We will be pleased to 
collect if needed - contact Maureen 577456 or items could be left in 
the church, (porch door sticking please push HARD).

wwww.chippenhamcambs.info
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Don’t miss seeing our beautiful church building decorated for this 
year’s festive market, new stalls and our popu-
lar raffle with excellent prizes including a flying 
lesson, a hamper from The Pantry and cash first 
prize. 
Raffle tickets available from Peter or Fiona 
Maxwell, 49 High Street, Chippenham. Phone 
720677 or Terry Cross

www.chippenhamcambs.info


  News from 
        COACH HOUSE RIDING 

SCHOOL  
 Lots of exciting events; Firstly Sue and 

Nelson won two sections of the 
dressage championship at Fenning 
Farm in Soham winning loads of great 

prizes donated by “Equicentric” in Little Downham.  The 
same combination also won two annual trophies awarded at 
the AGM for Worlington Riding Club, so they finished a 
marvellous season on a very good note; well done Sue and 
Lord Nelson!
 
We had some great well attended activities over the half 
term holiday including a really fun Halloween day with 
riders as well as helpers dressing up in their scariest 
costumes!
 
Bambi is now the proud possessor of some beautiful driving 
harness and a mini driving trolley which she will be showing 
off at the La Hogue Special Christmas market on December 
8th where she will be helping to take Christmas trees from 
the barn to your cars. She will also be “in Church” at the 
Chippenham Christmas Market on Friday Dec 6th disguised 
as a reindeer in a beautiful grotto! 
 
Bambi & Santa
Everyone is invited to join Bambi at her special meeting with 
her friend Father Christmas on Monday 23rd December at 
3.30pm here at The Coach House. She hopes all her little 
(and larger!) friends will be able to come along.  As usual the 
New Street gates will be open; there is no charge, and all are 
welcome!

 Wishing you all a very merry Christmas and happy and 
healthy New Year.

 Linda and Kevin 
www.coachhouseriding.co.uk 
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Saturday the 25th of January
from 7.30pm
Chippenham Village Hall

Burns Supper and 
ceilidh.
Tickets £12.50 a head
Bring your own drinks

Tickets will be available from 1st December 
For details contact Yvonne Lomas on 721676

The Chippenham Challenge 
(formally the Quiz) will be held in the village hall on 

Friday Feb 28th 2014.  
This time we are planning to add a “cheese & wine” in 
conjunction with the “Challenge” as well as a raffle to help 
raise much needed funds to run the village hall which is 
given free of charge for charity events, and like everything 
else the hall is costing more and more each year to 
maintain. 

Pit your wits for the trophy  -
Teams of 3 or max 4 people per team 
as usual, so please put the date in your 
diary and more details will be in the 
next newsletter, when tickets will be 
available. 
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The Parish Churches of           Chippenham & Snailwell
From the Three Rivers Rector, the Rev’d Mike Banyard

01638 721616  banyardmg1@yahoo.co.uk

Well as I sit here and write this letter, the late October storm is 
passing through the village, with gusting winds and much rain. And 
it threatens to get worse before it all calms down.

Jesus knew all about storms. The Sea of Galilee, fresh water fed by 
the river Jordan,  and some seven hundred feet below sea level, 
is surrounded by high hills, sometimes creating conditions which 
bring stormy weather to the sea, which is eight miles wide and 
some thirteen long. A large expanse of water. And the scene of 
a thriving fishing industry in Jesus’ day. It is also very beautiful. 
Jesus’ disciples were in the boat fishing one night when a storm 
arose, and they were terrified. Even more terrified to see Jesus, 
asleep in the boat, oblivious of the increasingly chaotic scenes all 
around, being woken up and stilling the storm. 

Jesus is good at that. Stilling the storms of our life, with its pas-
sions and terrors, our failures and missed opportunities. It’s in 
the midst of all this turmoil that we can be assured of God’s deep 
and total love for us; we are not alone. And of course, He is there 
with us in the joys and excitements of life too. But we do have to 
converse with him. It’s called prayer, and we all do it from time to 
time.

Robyn Hood, Strange Fruit’s Pantomime this year in Chippenham, 
with its last performance on St Andrew’s Day, November 30th, 
promises to be a great show, with an involvement of so many 
talents in the village and beyond. From the authors, to actors, back 
stage crews, producers and directors, a large number of 
people, young and older have been brought together. It’s a real 
sign of healthy community life, where no one is left out and all can 
take part. Its one of the many joys of village life, the interdepend-
ence and support which we all know is so vital in our life together.

Thanks to everyone who took part. It’s been great. And fun too. 
Thanks again. 
God bless.    Mike   

mailto:banyardmg1@yahoo.co.uk


The Parish Churches of           Chippenham & Snailwell
Sunday 22nd December Advent 4 (P)

     Romans 1: 1 – 7	 Matthew 1: 18 - end
     Carol Service	 Snailwell 6 pm (Note time!)

Followed by Mince Pies and Mulled Wine    
      Sung Eucharist	 Chippenham 11.00 am

Tuesday 24th December CHRISTMAS EVE (W)
       Carol Service		 Chippenham 6pm

Wednesday 25th CHRISTMAS DAY (W)
     Hebrews1: 1 – 12	 John 1: 1 - 14
      Holy Communion	 Snailwell 9.30 am
      Sung Eucharist	 Chippenham 11 am
Sun 29th December Christmas 1 (W) Ride and Stride 
with Carols and Readings @ Fordham 10.30 start No 

services elsewhere in the Group this Sunday
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Sun 1st December ADVENT SUNDAY (P) 
Romans 13:11-14	 Matthew 24: 36-44
Holy Communion 	 Snailwell 9.30 a
ADVENT CAROL SERVICE Chippenham 6.30pm

Sun 8th December Advent 2 (P) 
Romans 15: 4 - 13	 Matthew 3: 1 - 12
Holy Communion	 Snailwell 9.30 am
Sung Eucharist		  Chippenham 11.00 am

Sun 15th  December Advent 3 (P) 
James 5: 7 – 10		  Matthew 11: 2 - 11
Family Service	  	 Snailwell 9.30 am
Sung Eucharist		  Chippenham 11.00 am

CHRISTMAS SERVICES SEE PREVIOUS PAGE

Sun 5th January EPIPHANY (W)
Ephesians 3: 1 - 12	 Matthew 2: 1 - 12
Holy Communion	 Snailwell 9.30 am
Family Service		  Chippenham 11.00 am

Sun 12th January Baptism of Christ (W)
Acts 10: 34 – 43		  Matthew 3: 13 - end
Holy Communion	 Snailwell 9.30 am
Sung Eucharist		  Chippenham 11 am

Sun 19th January Epiphany 2 (W)
1 Corinthians 1: 1 - 9	 John 1: 29 - 42
Family Service	  	 Snailwell 9.30 am
Sung Eucharist		  Chippenham 11.00 am

Sun 26th January Epiphany 3 (W)
1 Corinthians 1: 10 - 18	 Matthew 4: 12 - 23
Holy Communion	 Snailwell 9.30 am
Evensong 		  Chippenham 6.30 pm

Sun 2nd February CANDLEMAS (W) 
Hebrews 2: 14 – end	 Luke 2: 22 - 40
Holy Communion 	 Snailwell 9.30 am
Family Service	 Chippenham 11 am



We held our Annual General Meeting in September.   
Reports were given by  the Branch Leader and Treasurer. 
Our  Secretary, Jenny Bowen, was unable to be present 
and her  Report was read on her behalf.   Another action-
packed year with Lent Lunches, coffee mornings, meetings 
and visits all of which were very popular  and  so well sup-
ported.  Thank you to you all.  

Our new member from Fordham - Margaret Smith  - was 
enrolled by Rev Mike Banyard at the meeting and  we are 
delighted to welcome her to our group.   The Committee 
continues for another year. 
We were very sorry to lose our long standing member Judy 
Abbott who has  moved away to be near her family.

Future Events

Monday, 9 December - MU Christmas Lunch at Fordham 
Garden Centre - 12 noon
Monday,13 January -  10 a.m. - 12.00  -  Coffee Morning 
- Gaynor Ryan, 1 Manor Farm Barns, Snailwell

New members and visitors are most welcome to any of 
our  meetings/events and for more information please 
telephone either Helen (01638 721616), Jenny (01638 
720820), Gaynor  (01638 577703) or Eileen (01638 
720125). 

We wish you all a  Happy Christmas and peaceful New Year.

Three Rivers
MOthers Union

                                                       www.chippenhamcambs.info
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Chippenham Youth Park
Despite a number of issues along the way, we now have a fully 
functioning basketball court!  The aim was to have a surface 
that did not have the negative impact of concrete or tarmac, 
and this grass-like covering meets the requirement.  The sand 
is used to help hold the sward in place and make it more 
resistant.This will find its way into the fabric over the coming 
weeks. A number of people have been making use of the court 
already.  You may also have noticed that the mini-goal areas 
have had an area of sward inserted.  This is to help protect this 
area, making it more usable all year round.
Further facility initiatives include a Bike Track and an Outdoor 
Gym, to compliment the existing Mini-Football Pitch and 
Basketball Court.  The Committee would be delighted to 
receive feedback from any interested party in the village about 
the development, if you would like to get involved, please 
contact. Chippenham Youth Park Committee

        [chippenhamparishcouncil@hotmail.com]
    (chippenhamyouthpark@gmail.com 

MUMS + Plus
Three Rivers Group   www.threerivers.org.uk

Monthly Coffee morning for fun, conversation 
and sharing questions of life, faith, 
parenthood.
Thursday 16th January & Thursday 27th 
February will be at Fordham Garden 

Centre and Thursday March 27th at La Hogue
Contacts Helen Banyard 721616, 
Laura Cox-Watson 724839                       All welcome

resistant.This
mailto:chippenhamparishcouncil@hotmail.com
mailto:chippenhamyouthpark@gmail.com
www.threrivers.org.uk


Deadline for ordering  sometime in January 2014
Thank you to the 13 members who ordered 8,000 litres in 
October. As we are going to print we are collecting orders 
for the deadline on the 26th November, and this will be 
the last order for 2013. I would like to wait to see what the 
weather is like before establishing the next deadline prob-
ably in January. I will make a decision in December and 
e-mail the group accordingly.
If you are not an existing member, or do not use email, 
please contact me with your order by the end of December, 
and I will let you know the deadline date then
The next order deadline will be in March 2014
If you are not yet a member, live in either Chippenham or 
Snailwell, and would like to join please let me have your:
1.	 Name
2.	 Phone number for the oil company to call you for  
           payment
3.	 Address including postcode
4.	 Any special instructions like:
a.	 Aga additive required
b.	 Oil tank through the gate at left of house
5.	 And of course how many litres you want and wheth-
er you want just that quantity, or a fill up if possible
Please send your orders to: James.hurst@winkhaus.co.uk 
or a card to 47 High Street

CHIPPENHAM AND SNAILWELL
OIL BUYING CO-OP

mailto:James.hurst@winkhaus.co.uk
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Village Hall 
Activities

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE: 
3rd Wed of month - 
7.00pm onwards - 

Contact Ginette Hawes 
01638 781127 

CHIPMUNKS:
 Mother and Toddler Group:  

Thursday - 10.00am to 
11.00am -  0-4years

Tel: Ruth 07775911033 and 
Lucy 07768874081 

CARPET BOWLS: 
Thursday 7.30 to 10.00 

pm Contact : Hazel Martin 
01638 717000

My name is Mia Clark, I am 
15 years old, and I live in  
Chippenham.
I have experience, as I regularly 
babysit for people 
I know. I would love to look 
after your 
children;  If you 
are interested, 
or want more 
information 
please call me 
on 7557819869 

or  01638 720851 

New Residents
If you are new to the village and would like to know more
about what is going on please contact Fiona Maxwell on
720677 for a welcome pack.

NOTICE BOARD                                                                               NOTICE BOARD

                                                                     www.chippenhamcambs.info
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NOTICE BOARD                                                                               NOTICE BOARD
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       Chippenham Village Hall
   Available to Hire from £5 an Hour

   Private Meeting Room
      Fully Functional Kitchen

   Integrated Sound System

   For cost and availability please call 
   01638 721324

Babysitting and 
Petsitting 

Emily Barrow, High Street,
Chippenham

I love looking after small 
children and 

small pets too!
I am 16

Contact me on: 07837 
208238

or 01638 721745 

Mobile Library
Snailwell - Roman Way

: 10.40am - 11am
Chippenham, High Street

: 11.15am -11.45am
The mobile library calls
on the first Thursday

of the Month

Free to Join Service
Video/DVD rental - £2.50 for

2 weeks

Enquires Call
- 0845 045 5225

BACK BY POPULAR 
DEMAND!

Zumba class from 6.30-7.30pm

Pilates class from 7.30-8.30pm

Chippenham Village Hall
All standards welcome. 

For more info please contact 
Stephanie Bean
07793815720 or email 
stephanie@lovepilates.co.uk.

wwww.chippenhamcambs.info
www.chippenhamcambs.info
mailto:stephanie@lovepilates.co.uk
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POLICE are urging residents to take crime prevention 
measures this winter as part of a campaign against 
burglary. 
 With clocks having gone back and the days getting shorter, 
burglars may target homes mid-to-late afternoon and will look 
for properties that are unoccupied. 

Burglars target homes that seem empty so it’s important to 
make  homes look occupied. Properties are generally broken into from the 
rear because the burglar doesn’t want to be seen. T all fencing, noisy gravel, 
spiky hedges and an alarm system all help. Windows and doors should always 
be locked when there is no one at home. 

Remove keys from window and door locks, but keep them in a 
safe place to know where to find them in the event of an emergency.

Never leave items such as keys, bags and money on show through a window.   
Consider the position of key racks or shelves next to doors and ensure that 
they cannot be reached through the letter box.

Use timer switches to turn on lights and radios when you are going to be 
away from your house , consider the use of lights at the front and rear of 
your property that are activated when someone approaches.

Use bolts and padlocks on side gates. Consider chaining together all high 
value items stored in outbuildings, Perhaps use of a wireless alarm or link 
your shed or garage into an existing home intruder alarm system.

Check their home insurance policies to ensure their property meets the 
security standards required. 
Crime prevention advice can be found on the force website in the Get 
Closer section 
  
Residents are also urged to sign up to eCops to receive email updates from 
their local policing team. Follow the link on the force website. 
Suspicious activity should be reported to the police on 101, or 999 if a crime 
is in progress, Crimestoppers, anonymously, on 0800 555111, or through 
Neighbourhood Watch.

wwww.chippenhamcambs.info


The extensive gardens at Chippenham Park 
will be open on all Saturdays and Sun-
days in February from 11am - 4pm for 
its remarkable display of snowdrops and 
aconites. The walks along the lakes and 
canals now extend into the woodland 
where the snowdrops have naturalised 
in vast numbers. After a good walk treat 
yourselves at our licensed tea rooms will 
be open all day serving hot soups, in-house free-range sausages, 
mulled-wine, tea, coffee and cakes. Entry £5 for adults and free for 
children. Depending on the weather the gardens may open a week-
end or two early so please check the website for updates at:

www.chippenhamparkgardens.info

Chippenham 100 Club, join today!
Winners for September 2013: 

1st  Ian Hawkins   £20     2nd Keith Lomas  £10
3rd  Bruce Tricker £5

Winners for October 2013:  
1st John Waites  £20    2nd  Mark Doyle  £10

3rd Darren Hughes £5

Bonus: Joan Fisher £30. Georgina Levin  £30

It costs £12 per year to join the club and you keep the 
same number throughout. Prizes are drawn monthly when 

three winners are chosen at random from all the participat-
ing numbers. The monthly prizes are £20, £10 and £5 and in 
addition two bonus prizes of £30 each are drawn in Febru-

ary, June and October. All profits raised go towards the 
Village Hall. There are still some spare numbers available, 

so for more details contact Chris Mason on 720427.

www.chippenhamparkgardens.info
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Cambridgeshire County 
Council needs you to help 
change the lives of local 
children and young people.

Foster Carers provide a stable family sup-
port network for local children and young 
people when they are unable to live with 

their own family. Every year we have over 425 children and young people 
looked after by Cambridgeshire County Council.

The shortage of Foster Carers means that children and young people are 
placed with (independent foster carers or residential units some outside of 
Cambridgeshire) they may also be looked after within the county children’s 
homes. We need to recruit more Foster Carers in order to give them the 
best possible future.
Foster Carer’s come from all different kinds of backgrounds. It may be that 
you have your own children or you may have worked with children before. 
You may have no experience of children or possibly considering a career 
change?
Every child is different so we need different Foster Carers, if you can offer 
stability, security and the positive experience of a loving family then we 
want to hear from you.
You might be:

•Married, in a civil partnership, single or living with a partner
•From an ethnic background
•In a same sex relationship
•In work, unemployed or retired

Recruiting local people will mean that children and young people can 
live in their own community, continue to attend the same school and 
maintain contact with their family and friends.

We offer generous allowances including a start up package, 24 hr 
support and full training. Call our freephone number on 0800 052 078 
or email fanda@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

wwww.chippenhamcambs.info
mailto:fanda@cambridgeshire.gov.uk


Domestic Cleaning & Ironing Service
At Suffolk Maids we provide a vital 

service to people with hectic lifestyles, 
who find themselves having to deal with

 the ever increasing demands on their time.

Personal Housekeeper

Unique Security System

Fully Insured
 

All from less than £9.50 per hour.
For further information please call: 

0844 544 9905
or visit our website at: www.

suffolkmaids.co.uk

www.suffolkmaids.co.uk
www.suffolkmaids.co.uk
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Free Children’s Centre 
activities 
and support for 
families  
with children under five 

Stay and Play Mondays 9.30-11.30am at St Andrews Primary, 
Soham 
Rhyme Time Mondays 2.00-3.00pm at Soham Children’s 
Centre 
Little Movers Wednesdays 1.00-3.00pm at Soham Children’s 
Centre 
Stay and Play Thursdays 9.30-11.30am at Burwell Sports 
Centre
Tea & Toast Thursdays 9.30-11.30 at Fordham Victoria Hall
Sun Dads 3rd Sunday of month 10.30-12.30pm at Burwell 
Sports Centre 
Contact us to find out what else we have to offer!  We are 
here to support you and your family with any issue.  If you 
would like some support, you can contact us confidentially.   
Please call Soham on 01353 727188 or Bottisham on 01223 
507152. 
To see our full timetable please visit 
www.cambridgeshirechildrenscentres.org.uk

MESSY Church

Sunday 8th December and Sunday 12th 
January at Fordham Church
Afternoon activities for children and 
their families, followed by refreshments

www.chippenhamcambs.info
http://www.cambridgeshirechildrenscentres.org.uk
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Customer Helpline: 01353 665555
Email: customerservices@eastcambs.gov.uk

Website: www.eastcambs.gov.uk

East Cambridgeshire
District Council

How to use 
your new recycling service

- includes your collection dates

(Week 1)

Your collection day is:

WEDNESDAY
*Except where changed due to Christmas & New Year 

Bank Holidays (see back of leaflet).

Collections will take 
place as normal on 

ALL other Bank Holidays 
during 2014

NEW
RECYCLING

SERVICE

www.chippenhamcambs.info
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Your Councillors: 
James Broad (Chair) – 8 Badlingham, 720973 
Jennifer Wilson (Vice Chair) – 5 Manor Farm Barns, 720649 
Fiona Maxwell – 49 High Street, 720677 
Lucinda Wright – Badlingham Manor, 720043 
Nick Parsons – 18 Scotland End, 721791 
Linda Porter-Cohen – Coach House Stables, 720415 
Hugo Nicolle – Chippenham Park  720221. 
Clerk: Sally Hughes – 44b High Street, 
Chippenham, 720915  
Email: chippenhamparishcouncil@hotmail.com

CHIPPENHAM PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

PLANNING  
Proposal: (amendment) renaming rooms on first floor to bedroom. 
Location: Chippenham Lodge Stud
Reference: 13/00729/FUL Applicant: Mr D Rahulan

Proposal: Construction of rainwater retention lake and helipad. 
Location: Chippenham Lodge Stud
Reference: 13/00757/FUL  Applicant: Mr D Rahulan

Proposal: Construction of replacement gates and entrance walls including 
construction of new entrance gate and access 
Location: Chippenham Lodge Stud 
Reference: 13/00753/FUL    Applicant: Mr D Rahulan

NOTE:    The Parish Council sometimes has information on other 
general initiatives to do with health, arts, district council news etc.  

New items are often posted to the village website more frequently 
than the magazine, including the latest on the A11 Fiveways to 
Thetford improvement roadworks   – do please take a look.

www.chippenhamcambs.info
mailto:chippenhamparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
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Christmas Bonus for Chippenham 
Pensioners
The Parish Council looks after two village charity 
funds which are used to give a Christmas bonus 
to pensioners in the parish. If you received the bonus last year, you 
need not re-apply. If you'd like to apply and are not already on our 
list, please fill in the form below.  Ladies of 60 or over and gentlemen 
65 or over (in 2013) are eligible to apply. 
Please return this form to the Clerk at 44b High Street,  Chippenham 
by Friday 13th December.

I/We would like to receive the Chippenham Christmas Bonus.
Please add my/our name(s) to the list.
Name (please print) : ____________________________________
Address : _______________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

Wheelie Bins 
If anyone is missing bins, black sacks or leaflets 
they should contact Customer Services on 01353 
665555 or by e-mail customer.services@east-
cambs.gov.uk
 
Online leaflet can be found here: http://www.east-
cambs.gov.uk/sites/default/files/week%201%20wednesday.pdf
 

www.chippenhamcambs.info
mailto:customer.services@eastcambs.gov.uk
mailto:customer.services@eastcambs.gov.uk
http://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/sites/default/files/week
http://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/sites/default/files/week
20wednesday.pdf
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Three Rivers Social 
Car Scheme -

Volunteer door to door lifts 
for people who lack transport 
serices, 
NEEDS  another team member 
to man the phone from time to 
time.
If you are interested and would 
like to know more please phone 
Muriel, 01638 666722 

Do you need a lift to your 
doctor’s appointment or the 
hairdresser? Do you feel the lack of 
a good bus service?
Remember  there’s a Social Car 
Scheme with volunteer drivers 
willing to take you door to door to 
where you want to go.
It will cost you 25 pence per mile 
and is subsidised by Cambridge 
City Council. New volunteer driv-
ers are always welcome. Phone 
07549 892 322 to enquire. 

Keeping our communities mobile

We’d like to hear from you...!  

Email the editor at: 
newsletter@chippenhamcambs.info 

To discuss the latest advertising offers in the 
C & S Newsletter & linking to the village website contact:  
Fiona Maxwell 01638 720677 fiona.maxwell@yahoo.com
Full Page £30     1/2 page £16  
1/4 page £8  1/8 page £4
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                                THE FOODBANK

 Being ill so you can’t 
work, or finding 
your benefits haven’t 
been paid when they 
should, is a night-
mare scenario 
however many 
people you need to 

feed.  So the Soham branch of the Ely foodbank, run by local churches 
for local communities, is welcome news.  
The nights are starting to get longer and the number of people coming 
through the door is going up. There are all sorts of reasons why people 
find themselves in difficulties, but more often then not it is due to prob-
lems with the local social services and the welfare system. With very 
rare exceptions people are genuinely in need of help.  They are given 
food for three days, and a chance to talk to someone who is completely 
non-judgemental over a cup of tea or coffee, so they can be directed to 
appropriate support agencies. 
We’re collecting food for the foodbank in Chippenham at St Margaret’s 
Church.  Or if you’re in the Co-op in either Isleham or Fordham, why 
not buy something extra and put it in the box there.  Items need to be 
packaged or tinned, with a shelf life of at least 3 months.  There are fly-
ers which you can pick up to see what kinds of things are most needed, 
but as Christmas approaches, festive items will also be appreciated.  
If you’re interested in finding out more, whether you’re in a difficult 
situation yourself, or you might consider vol-
unteering to help (and you don’t have to go to 
church to volunteer), go along to the Salvation 
Army Hall, Bushels Lane, Soham between 10 
and 11 on a Thursday morning. http://www.
elyfoodbank.org.uk/    info@elyfoodbank.org.
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Chippenham 
       Cricket Club 

NEW PLAYERS FOR ALL LEVELS  VERY 
WELCOME FOR 2014 – 
PLEASE CONTACT ALAN WRIGHT 
01638 724190

  Chippenham 
    Tennis Club
    Become a member!
  Annual membership fees Family           
  £68•00, single   £30•00, child £15•00 

 OAP - Senior £20•00 
         contact:  Jon Vandepeer 01638 721783  
We will be organising some junior coaching for the 
Spring please let us know if you would be interested 
so we have an idea of numbers.

Wishing all our village friends and 
neighbours a wonderful and joyful 
Christmas and a happy New Year
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