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Snailwell Christmas Fayre

St Peter’s Church
Saturday 6th December, 2.30pm

In aid of the Church Restoration Fund 
Produce  ~   White Elephant   

Toys & Games ~ Jew ellery ~ Christmas Stall 
Grand Raff le  ~  Refreshments 

Come along early to get your bargains 
~

Please ring Maureen on 577456  
if you can help or need anything collecting. 

Santa Claus is coming to Chippenham
Santa Claus wi ll be arriving in Chippenham on Saturday 
December 20th, just in time for Christmas. He wi ll ride 
in his horse-drawn carriage up to the Coach House 
Stables, arriving from the A11 direction. He should be 
coming up the High Street at about 12 noon, so do come 
along and give him a wave: he really appreciates seeing 
lots of chi ldren. 

Carol Singing in Chippenham 
Everyone is welcome to join in on our annual Carol Singing 
visit around the village on Monday December 22nd. We will 
meet outside the Village Hall at 6.30pm and start off in 
Scotland End, then come down the High Street and do as much 
of the village as we can before it gets too cold or too wet. We 
will end at Chippenham Park, by kind invitation of Anne 
Crawley. Proceeds will be split half-and-half between a 
Christmas charity and our Choir funds.  
The Choir is also singing at La Hogue Farm Shop on Saturday 
20th December, 11am-1pm. We hope to see you there and wish 
everyone a very Merry Christmas.       Terry Cross, Tel: 
721549  

Kerbside recycling
You should by now have been given a large black box 
by Cleanaway, the District Council ’s waste collectors. 
The black boxes are collected every fortnight (very 
early in the morning) and you can fi l l  them with 
newspapers, magazine, junk mail and Yellow Pages. In 
separate plastic bags on top you can put washed-out 
cans, glass bottles and jars and shredded paper. 
The collection day is Wednesday and the next dates 
are December 10th and 24th, January 7th and 21st 
and February 4th and 18th. 
Please note that you can sti l l  continue to recycle your 
bottles, paper and cans at the Village Hall site. The 
Village Hall and Parish Council benefit from the 
amount collected at this site, but don’t receive 
anything from the kerbside collections.  

For Sale 
Pair of antique children’s pine beds. Very pretty. £190. 
Edwardian mahogany marble-topped washstand. £120 ono. 
Please ring John or Penny on 721275. 

 
[act] Arts in Cambs on Tour presents 

The Daniel Smith Blues Band 
boogie-woogie & blues piano with  a top-class band 

“..absolutely bri lliant” – Paul Jones, Radio 2 
Chippenham Village Hall 

Friday December 5th, 8 - 10pm 
Tickets £5, £4 concessions 

available from Judy Broadway, 01638 720619 

Christmas Church Services 
St Margaret’s Chippenham

Carol Service with Dressing & Dedication of the 
Crib 

Wednesday 24th December, 6pm 
~

Christmas Day Sung Eucharist, 11am 
St Peter’s Snailwell

Candle-lit Carol Service, Sunday 21st December, 
6pm 

~
Midnight Mass, Wednesday 24th December, 

11.30pm 
~

Christmas Day Family Communion, 9.30am 

New Year’s Eve Dance 
“Two of a Kind” 

Wednesday December 31st, 8 till late 
Chippenham Village Hall 

T ickets £7, to include a buffet supper 
Bar ~ Buffet ~ Raffle (prizes welcome) 

Please apply to Margie Pammenter (720054),  
Diana Drake (720825) or the Tharp Arms (720234) 

Proceeds to Village Hall funds 

Chippenham Village Web Site
www.chippenhamcambs.com 

Chippenham’s own vil lage web site is now up and 
running, thanks to Andrew Munro, our vil lage web 
manager. You can e-mail him on 

andrew.munro@chippenhamcambs.com 
The site has sections about the vil lage, news & 
events, church news, sports and social items, and of 
course all the Newsletters. There is already a lot of 
information on the site, but we need more. Do visit 
the site and send your comments in. If you run a club 
or society, please send Andy regular update about 
your meetings, events and results. You can advertise 
in the small ads page, or publicise your business in 
the directory l isting. The web site also has 
information about local services such as the 
recycling timetable. 



Wishing all my 
customers a 

‘Cracking Crimbo’! 

 
For Sale
Ladies’ navy full-length cost. Size 16/18, as new. £20.00. 
Please ring 01638 720632 (evenings) 

Chippenham Tennis Club
Just because it’s winter it doesn’t mean tennis is over. 
Club sessions continue throughout the year on Sunday 
mornings from 10 to 12. There is also a Thursday 
morning ladies’ session from 10 onwards: two more 
ladies to make up a foursome would be very welcome.     
Alan Broadway  

Chippenham Women’s Institute
We meet in December for our Annual Dinner, this year at the 
Rising Sun at Isleham. Our regular meetings commence again 
in January when we meet on Wednesday 21st to hear a talk from 
Vernon Place, well-known local photographer. Vernon’s subject 
is “ Photography past and present”. Visitors and new members 
always welcome, at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 

 Ginette Hawes, President (781127) 
Eileen Smalley, Secretary (720453) 

BROADBAND for  CHIPPENHAM
� Do you want a fas t (10X fas ter than dial-up) 

connec tion to the internet? 
� Do you want a permanent connec tion to the 

internet? (not cut off after 2  hours ) 
� A re you paying for an ISDN, H ighway or 

telephone line to connec t to the internet? 
� Is  your phone always  engaged because 

someone is  on the internet? 
I f your answer is  YES to any of the above then 
please support our campaign. 
Regis ter your support (regis tration does  not commit 
you to s igning up to a Broadband service but helps  
us  to get service provided to our community), 
E ither online www.01638broadband.org.uk

or by calling 01638 721179 
or by fax to 01638 721839 

We only need a total of 350 regis trations  to get 
Broadband provided in the villages  of Fordham and 
C hippenham.  P LEA SE SUPPO RT  US 
Sponsored by O ffice Wizard Internet Services , 
Broadband from £25.99 per month. 

Chippenham Football Club
After a difficult start to the season, and despite being 
eliminated from both Cup competitions, the Football 
Club are now enjoying a more successful November. 
Results so far: 
2nd Nov: Chatteris Palace 4  Chippenham 5 

(Tom Thatcher 3, Carl Dixon 1, Jon Cocksedge 1) 
9th Nov: Robert Sayle 3      Chippenham 6 
16th Nov: Chippenham 6      Manor Park Rangers 
0
Chippenham’s home games are sti l l  played at 
Fordham Recreation Ground on Sunday mornings. 
Training is on Thursday evenings at 7.30pm, new 
members are always welcome. 

If you are interested in getting involved, please 
contact Jim Smith (Secretary) on 01638 723978.  

Chippenham Cricket Club 
Cricket practice and coaching will be starting in the New 
Year. Anyone interested in playing is welcome to come 
along. Please contact Darren for details (01638 720915). 

 
Royal British Legion

It is with great regret that I have to tell you that the Royal 
British Legion branch in Chippenham & Snailwell no longer 
exists. The reason for this sad event is that we only have five 
members left, who are all in their 70s or 80s. 
The money we had held in the past amounted to £1,200. We 
all agreed the money should not go to the Legion’s central 
office, but to a more worthy cause. We found an RBL home 
in Cromer who badly needed fibre-optic equipment, so the 
money was sent there. I received a very nice letter of thanks 
from the Matron. A copy was sent to each member. The 
equipment will carry a brass plate to say it was donated by 
Chippenham and Snailwell RBL. I have a receipt for the 
money. My thanks to Sid Fisher, our Standard Bearer for the 
past 19 years, who always did us proud. Also thanks to 
David Smith, our hard-working Secretary, who sadly has left 
the area, also Fred Fuller for his unfailing work behind the 
scenes, Josie Musk for her work for the Service Committee 
and all other members. 
The Remembrance Service at Chippenham was a great 
comfort, thanks to our Curate Mike Banyard. The Choir sang 
a beautiful anthem with Judy Broadway at the organ. The 
Last Post and Reveille was well played by Daniel Cross. It 
was a sad moment when the Standard was laid up for 
evermore in both churches.  
Thanks to friends and neighbours for their help and kindness 
once again while I was in hospital: also to Mike for his 
prompt and comforting visit to Ivy and for offering to fetch me 
home.  Thank you, God Bless you all.  

Philip Cole, ex-Chairman  RBL  
Professional Fruit Tree Pruning 

IAN PITCAIRNIAN PITCAIRNIAN PITCAIRNIAN PITCAIRN  M.I.Hort 
20 years a fruit farm manager 

01440 - 786467 
Restoring Old Fruit Trees a Speciality 
Also new fruit & nut gardens designed 

Help with choice of varieties, planting & 
training etc. 

Meggie’s 
Pet Sitting
Hope you all have a lovely Christmas and a Happy 
New Year! If you are going away and need someone 
to look after your pets, DON’T SWEAT, I’m here to 
help. Give me a call on 01638 720062 or pop in @ 4 
Tharp Way Chippenham. 

Megan Dumphreys  



‘M.O.T.’ YOUR WEALTH MANAGEMENT
TRY OUR NEW “LIFEPATH” FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICE   

TO CHECK THAT YOUR MONEY AND POLICIES ARE WORKING FOR YOU 

CONTACT 

BRIAN WILSON : - 01638 721431          www.newmarketfinancialplanning.co.uk

HealthWise
In recent weeks I have noticed that we actually have a week 
devoted to raising awareness of eczema and vast amounts of 
information about the various treatments available. In response 
to some of the items I have read recently I would like to make 
some comments of my own about natural alternatives to the 
conventional steroid creams which can weaken the immune 
system over time as well as thinning the skin. 
Initially, check out your diet and try eliminating one food group 
at a time from red meat, fried foods, dairy products (try soya as 
an alternative to milk) fizzy sweetened drinks and processed 
foods e g convenience foods, ready-made meals, etc. Drink lots 
of fresh water daily and cut down on caffeine-rich drinks. Avoid 
using toiletries which are full of chemicals as they often cause 
allergic skin reactions. Try using some good quality Aloe Vera 
products. The Forever Living range has two in particular which 
have been proven repeatedly to be highly effective with all kinds 
of skin conditions as well as eczema. Aloe Vera Gelly is 
excellent to use if the eczema is open and weepy while the Aloe 
Propolis Cream, a combination of Aloe Vera and propolis, 
which acts in the same way as a natural anti-biotic cream, is 
particularly effective when the condition is dry and flaky. 
Forever Living Products grow their own Aloe Vera plants 
without the use of any added chemicals and pesticides and 
collect their own propolis from their own beehives situated 
above pollution levels. The products are of a very high quality, 
not available over the counter but from agents such as myself. 
They all come with a 60 day money back guarantee so you can 
try them out with confidence. There is also an excellent drink, 
Aloe Berry Nectar, which is particularly suited to people with 
skin conditions as it helps with the formation of new healthy 
skin cells. I have seen some wonderful results with all ages from 
a six month old baby to someone in their seventies whose skin 
had been badly damaged by repeated use of steroid creams over 
the years. Both Forever Living Products and Neways also do 
some excellent cosmetic ranges without the added chemicals 
which are often associated with skin problems. I would be 
happy to speak to anyone who would like more information, 
either on matters of diet, or to try out some of the products 
which could help to improve the condition in a safe and natural 
way. For further information please contact: Maureen Penney tel: 
01638 750475 or email:Maureen@penney24.go-plus.net 
 
Cleaning and Ironing Service
If you are looking for a cleaner or need any ironing carried out, 
please give me a call on 01638 720632. 

Farm Shop Delicatessen 
"Just off the A11 near Chippenham" 

IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN !
* Free Range Norfolk Turkeys, Geese & Ducks. 
* Traditional Christmas Hams, Whole Cooked 
 Tongue & Other Christmas Joints. 
Genuinely l imited availabil ity, so please, please 

order now to avoid disappointment.  
* From December 5th a huge selection of 
beautiful  
 local Christmas trees will be available on a 
daily  
 basis in the Christmas tree barn behind the 
shop. 
* Lots and lots of Christmas goodies. 
* Come and have a glass of mulled wine with us 
 and see the Chippenham Carol Singers at La  
 Hogue on Saturday 20th December, 11am-
1pm.  

Christmas Opening Times
Monday 22nd December 10.00am-7.00pm   
Tuesday 23rd December    9.00am-7.00pm    

Christmas Eve    9.00am-4.00pm    
Christmas Day    Closed   

Boxing Day    Closed   
Saturday 27th 

December  10.00am-5.30pm   
Sunday 28th December    10.00am-4.00pm   
Monday 29th December    Closed   
Tuesday 30th December    10.00am-7.00pm   

New Year’s Eve    10.00am-4.00pm   
New Year’s Day     Closed   

Friday 2nd January     Normal opening   
Tel: 01638 751128 : Fax: 01638 552688 
or visit our website www.lahogue.co.uk

Awards for La Hogue Farm Shop
At the Newmarket Business Association (NBA) 
Business Awards presentation & dinner on Tuesday 
November 25th, La Hogue won two awards: ‘New 
business of the year’ & the judges' award for the 
overall winner.  Well done to Chris and Jo for all their 
hard work: the awards are fully deserved. JW  



The Parish Churches of Chippenham & Snailwell 

Chippenham Sunday Rota 

SUNDAY  December
7th 

December
14th 

December
21st 

December
24th 
Carol 

Service 

December
25th 

Christmas 
Day 

December
28th 

January
4th 

January 
11th 

January 
18th 

January 
25th 

February
1st 

SIDESMEN Brian Anne Jan Ian Alan Brian Anne Jan Ian Alan Brian 

READERS James Jan Anne 
Carol 
service 
readers 

Chris Brian Eileen Nicola James Jan Anne 

WINE Sean & 
Moira 

Fiona & 
Peter 

James & 
Jan  Kevin & 

Linda Anne Beth & 
Tim 

Eric & 
Joyce 

Brian & 
Jennifer

Isabel & 
Terry 

CLEANING Julie Paul & 
James 

Fiona & 
Mandy  

Judy, 
Eileen & 

Mary 
Julie Paul & 

James 
Fiona & 
Mandy 

Judy, 
Eileen & 

Mary 
Julie 

FLOWERS Advent, no flowers Christmas flowers, everyone Helen Jennifer Nicola 
Please note Judy Gear (Tel: 721081) is happy to act as sidesman if anyone is away.  

Snailwell Sunday Rota 
Readers/sidesmen Flowers & Cleaning

December 7th Muriel Terry, Muriel, Maureen 
December 14th Charles " 
December 21st, 6pm 

 CAROL SERVICE 
Carol Service 

readers 
Bryan & Betty 

Flowers everyone please 
December 24th, 11.30pm
MIDNIGHT MASS 

Michael " 

December 25th, 
 CHRISTMAS DAY 

Maureen 
 

"

December 28th Gaynor "
January 4th Betty Gaynor & Sue 
January 11th Muriel " 
January 18th Charles Sophie & Jane 
January 25th Michael "
February 1st 

 CHRISTINGLE  
Maureen Terry, Muriel, Maureen 

If these dates don’t suit, please swap or contact Maureen 

Snailwell Christmas Fayre 
Saturday 6th December, 2.30pm

in St Peter’s Church
Helpers are urgently needed. We have a number of regular 
helpers who are unavoidably away for this date, so your 
assistance will be vital. If you are available on this day and 
feel you’d l ike to join in, please don’t hesitate to contact 
Maureen on 577456. All proceeds from the Fayre go to the 
church Restoration Fund. We sti l l  require articles for the 
stalls: Bric a brac (white elephant), produce, jewellery, toys & 
games and the Christmas stall. So if you’re looking to make 
room for the new influx of things this Christmas, here’s a 
good way to do it. Don’t forget to come along to the Fayre: 
there could be something to catch your eye. There are 
always some good bargains at this event. 

 
Church Flowers at St Margaret’s

I should like to extend my sincere thanks to everyone 
involved in the weekly provision of the flower 
arrangements in church throughout the seasons, and to the 
many talented people who joined in to make this year’s 
Flower Festival such a splendid occasion. We shall be 
decorating for Christmas on the 23rd/24th December and if 
you would like to come along to give us a hand, we 
would be delighted to have your help. Also any 
contributions of flowers and evergreens would be much 
appreciated. 

Jennifer Wilson, 4 Manor Farm Barns, Tel: 720649 

Chippenham Flower & Harvest Festival
The Flower Festival weekend raised  £624.64, which will 
be split half-and-half between church funds and the Flower 
Fund. A big thank-you to everyone who helped with the 
flower arrangements, the Private View, the Harvest 
Festival and the Harvest Supper. It was a brilliant 
weekend and well supported.  Especial thanks to Jennifer 
Wilson for persuading so many people to display their 
talents: the range of different creative abilities in the 
village is quite amazing.                           Alan 
Broadway 

Snailwell Harvest Festival and Service
It was a lovely service, thank you Revd Mike. The church 
was full and the supper truly amazing, a wonderful 
spread. Everyone played a very special part in making it 
a lovely evening. The church looked a delight with 
beautiful flowers.  
The challenge is, can we do better next time?     Maureen  

Decorating St Peter’s for Christmas
If you haven’t helped to decorate the church before but 
would like to have a go, please come along on the 
morning of Saturday December 20th, any time after 
11am. Children especially welcome. Please contact 
Gaynor on 577703 or Maureen on 577456. 



Parish Council News 
Parish Precepts for 2004

Snailwell Parish Council met in November and decided 
not to raise the Precept for next year: it wil l remain at 
£2,000. This money is given to the Parish Council by the 
District Council and comes out of residents’ Council Tax: 
representing about £27.75 per head per year. 
Chippenham PC has not yet decided on its Precept, 
which last year was £5,500, and will be set at the 
December meeting. 
The Precept monies go to pay for vil lage grass cutting, 
play areas, street l ighting, bus shelters, insurance and the 
Parish Clerk’ salary.   

Affordable Housing in Snailwell
Thank you to everyone who came to the well-attended 
Parish Council meeting in October when the proposal to 
build affordable homes in Snailwell was discussed. The 
meeting voted unanimously against the project, as it was 
felt that the open countryside site was not suitable for 
housing. The District Council has now written to say that 
in view of this decision, the project wil l not now go 
ahead.  

Housing Advice Service
East Cambs District Council offers free and confidential 
advice on a range of housing and welfare benefit-related 
issues including: 
� how to find accommodation 
� what to do if you are homeless 
� your rights as a private tenant 
� help for landlords 
� advice for young single people 
� how to access private rented housing 
� relationship breakdown and domestic violence 
� access to debt counselling 

Appointments can be offered in Ely, Newmarket or in your 
own home. Please contact the Housing Advice Service 
on 01353 616258 or 616318 for information. 

 
Current Planning Applications

Plans recently received by Chippenham PC: 
� Track extension, Red Lodge Karting, 03/01051 for 

Mrs G Beighton 
� Green waste open windrow composting, Red Lodge 

waste transfer station, E/03016, for Anti-Waste Ltd 
� Variation of conditions, Red Lodge Karting, 03/01050 

for Mr G Beighton 
� Relocation of stud buildings (minor variation) 

03/01124 for Mr J Ratcliffe 
� Construction of spectator viewing area and two noise 

attenuation bunds (partially retrospective) 03/01140 for 
Wildtracks Activity Park 

� Conversion of loft space into 2 bedrooms and 
bathroom, Waterhall Farm, Norwich Road, 03/01205, 
for Mr & Mrs P Smith 

� Racehorse stud farm including stable yard, hay & 
straw barn and stud-hands’ cottage, land adjacent to 
Waterhall Farm, Norwich Road, 03/01169, for Mr & 
Mrs P Smith 

Plans recently received by Snailwell PC: 
� Change of use from agricultural land to garden, rear of 

22 The Green, 03/01147 for M J Pattison  

THE NEXT MEETING of Chippenham Parish Council 
will be held on Tuesday December 9th at 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall. 
Snailwell Parish Council’s next meeting is on Thursday 
January 15th, at 7.45pm in St Peter’s Church. 

Next issue Please send all notices and news for 
the next issue to the Editor, Judy Broadway,  
50 High Street, Chippenham, Tel: 720619, by 
January 20th 2004. Happy Christmas to all our 
readers. 

You can e-mail me at 
j.broadway@dial.pipex.com.

HOW TO CONTACT ELY SECTOR POLICE
Ely Police  Station: Tel 01223 358966. 
O pening hours: Monday -Thursday 8am – 10pm,  Friday & Saturday 8am – 
midnight, Sunday  9am – 10pm. 
Community Beat Sergeant PS1252 Paul O rmerod Tel 01353 656640 – mobile  
07718 634937 
Sector Intelligence officer WPC Carolyn Harrod   Tel 01353 656641 
Community Contact O fficer Kate Kent      Tel 01353 656643 – mobile  07764 446034 
Community Beat Managers for Chippenham & Snailwell (Soham beat):- 
 PC374 Mark Hobson Tel 07740 734971 
 PC421 Kevin Humble Tel 07734 815024 
 PC339 Bob Rouse         Tel 07740 918578 
Please note: These mobile  numbers are for non-urgent community issues only, not to report 
suspicious incidents or crimes. If you are a victim of crime and wish to report it and it is NO T 
happening now ring the Crime Management Unit on 01223 358966. 
If you are witnessing a crime in progress please dial 999. The Police  will  assess the urgency of your 
call. 



The Parish Churches of Chippenham & Snailwell 
 

Church Diary
December

Sun 7th Second Sunday of Advent (P) 
Philippians 1:3-11  Luke 3:1-6 
Holy Communion  Snailwell 9.30am 
Family Service  Chippenham 11-11.45am  
Sun 14th  Third Sunday of Advent (P) 
Philippians 4:4-7  Luke 3:7-18 
Family Service  Snailwell 9.30-10.15am 
Sung Eucharist  Chippenham 11am  
Sun 21st    Fourth Sunday of Advent (P) 
Hebrews 10:5-10  Luke 1:39-55 
Sung Eucharist  Chippenham 11am 
Candlelit Carol Service Snailwell 6pm  
Weds 24th CHRISTMAS EVE (P) 
Candlelit Carol Service Chippenham 6.30pm 
Midnight Mass  Snailwell 11.30pm  
Thurs 25th CHRISTMAS DAY (W) 
Isaiah 52:7-10  John 1:1-14 
Holy Communion  Snailwell 9.30am 
Sung Eucharist  Chippenham 11am  
Sun 28th  The Holy Innocents (R) 
1 Corinthians 1: 26-29 Matthew 2: 13-18 
Holy Communion  Snailwell 9.30am 
Sung Eucharist  Chippenham 11am 

January 2004
Sun 4th   The Epiphany (W) 
Ephesians 3:1-12  Matthew 2:1-12 
Holy Communion  Snailwell 9.30am 
Family Service  Chippenham 11am  
Sun 11th The Baptism of Christ (W) 
Acts 8:14-17  Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
Family Service  Snailwell 9.30am 
Matins   Chippenham 11am  
Sunday 18th   Second of Epiphany (W) 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 John 2:1-11 
Holy Communion  Snailwell 9.30am 
Sung Eucharist  Chippenham 11am  
Sunday 25th  Conversion of St Paul (W) 
Acts 9:1-22  Matthew 19:27-end 
Matins  Snailwell 9.30am 
Sung Eucharist  Chippenham 11am 

February
Sunday 1st Candlemas  (W) 
Hebrews 2:14-end  Luke 2:22-40 
Christingle service  Snailwell 9.30am 
Christingle service  Chippenham 11am 

 

From the Three Rivers Curate: Mike Banyard  
Many thanks to everybody in both Chippenham and Snailwell 
who gave of their time and talent to make both churches look so 
magnificent for Harvest Festival. The Harvest Suppers, which 
followed the services at both St Peter’s and St Margaret’s, were a 
great success!  
The displays of craft work and the floral displays of so many 
different parts of the life of Chippenham were hugely admired by 
many who came to the weekend festival: the concert on the 
Saturday evening was well attended and followed by another 
moving service of Compline, with a rousing service on Sunday to 
complete the festivities.  
Thanks too to all those who responded to the competitions. A 
splendid display of “ eagles” will be on show in St Margaret’s. 
The word search also tested the wits of many, and a good number 
of entries arrived. Thanks again.  
And yet more thanks to all those who have helped in clearing the 
churchyard; it is lovingly cared for every week, by relatives and 
friends who tend individual graves; we can find peace and comfort 
in remembrance. The “ Laying Up” of the Standard of the Royal 
British Legion, Chippenham and Snailwell Branch, on 
Remembrance Sunday, was also a tremendous moment, not only 
of sadness, but also of thanksgiving for the commitment and 
sacrifice that so many in our villages made, and continue to make, 
to the cause of freedom. And we are all grateful.  
If the last two months have been busy, then December and 
January will be times of great celebration.  
At their heart is our great thanksgiving to God for the gift of 
His Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. What a gift! This is what 
Christmas is all about. And this is where we focus our 
thoughts, hopes, and prayers, where we celebrate community 
with family, friends and neighbours. Christmas is Good News 
for us and the world. 
Amid all the hustle and bustle, do find time for a few quiet 
moments each day in Advent, our four weeks of preparation for 
Christmas, to think about how blest we are. Give thanks to God, 
for in giving thanks we will find the true meaning of Christmas: 
of God’s great love for us, mirrored in our giving to others, of 
thoughtful presents, and time of joy, of giving without thinking of 
a reward, of feasting and merry making. Just look at the children’s 
faces and there we see a remarkable response of awe and wonder. 
You can recapture it afresh this Christmas. 
Do give some time and thought, too, to those less fortunate; 
make sure that we share our blessings with others and that no one 
is left out or alone. We should make sure that we give too, so 
that all may share in God’s love for us and for each other. Jesus 
came that we might have life in all its abundance. What a fantastic 
gift it is for us all. 
God Bless. Have a blessed and peaceful Christmas & New Year.  

Mike (Tel: 01638 721616)  
Evening services in December

During December there will be two short evening services per 
week in Chippenham and one in Snailwell. The Snailwell 
Wednesday evening services have been very well-received. I hope 
Chippenham residents will support their services likewise.  

St Peter’s Snailwell: Evening Prayer, Wednesdays 
4.15pm 
St Margaret’s Chippenham:  Compline, Tuesdays, 
8.45pm 

Evening Prayer, Thursdays, 6.30pm 



Word search

for

Advent, Christmas & Epiphany

F X S T A B L E L O M T E D
O M R A E Q U A D H Y T T O
O M Y E D U J O D L I R S S
L E O R A J E S U S N I T E
I T G B R D S E F L C H Y E
S L O C K H U G K N E N L X
H O L Y I N N O C E N T S E
E U D D M L O M I O S S E Q
P W I S E L I E N U E E T A
H J O S E P H N N P O D H A
E C A N D L E S O H E L P L
R P J E N C D H E N K L E R
D P O O N R M A R Y U S T R

Find and outline these words in the squares above: 
 

Advent  Mary   Candles Myrrh 
Holy innocents Shepherd  Dark  Gold 
Jesus   Wise men  Stable  Inn 
Cold   Incense  Joseph 

 

NAME………………………………. 
 
ADDRESS…………………………… 
 
Please return to the Vicarage, High Street, Chippenham. 
The first five correct entries will win an Advent Calendar  


