
 
CHIPPENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Monday 13th May 2019 
Chippenham Village Hall 

 
  

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
7pm 

 
1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Huffer, L Byatt, P Fishpool 
 
In attendance 
Nick Parsons (NP) Fiona Maxwell (FM), Wendy Parsons (WP), Jo Deason (JD), Nick 
Bennett (NB), Nick Wright (NW) 
Cllr Schumann 
Det Sgt Rabel 
0 members of the public 

 
2. Report from the Chairman – delivered by Councillor Nick Parsons 
I am pleased to have served as Chairman of the Parish Council for another busy year.  
 
Chippenham Parish Council has met 11 times since the last annual meeting in May 2018 
but has also met on a number of other occasions to consider planning matters. The 
number of Councillors, seven including the Chairman and Vice Chairman, has remained 
static throughout the year. 
  
It has been a relatively busy year for Council business but nevertheless a number of 
important matters have been dealt with including responses to four planning applications 
which required more input from the Council and residents than usual.  
 
The following activities should be highlighted for this year:   
 
Public participation 
I am pleased to report there has been continued public participation in Council meetings. 
In line with our standing orders, and supporting open participation, the Parish Council 
welcomes contributions and input from residents on village matters. I am delighted to 
see more residents taking an interest in parish matters. 
  
Council processes 
We have continued to make improvements to assist with the running of Council 
business. Jo Deason has revised and updated a number of the council policies and, 
following an audit for GDPR readiness, she has created a new GDPR policy to ensure 
the Council is in compliance with requirements. I am very grateful to Jo for the work she 
has put into this important area.  
The Council’s investment in new accounting software in 2018 has continued to bring 
improvements to the management and reporting of the Council funds throughout the 
year. 
 
 
 



Palace Lane Cottages 
The Council has continued with the routine maintenance our two properties (No 8 and 
No 10) and completed a refurbishment of the front porches for both properties.   
 
Play areas 
Various repair and maintenance activities were completed in the play areas including 
repairs to the swings, basket swing, zip wire supports and topping up the bark for the 
Under 12s play area. The pergola and benches have been removed due to rotten wood.   
 
The clerk has instructed ROSPA to carry out the annual safety survey.  
 
Nick Bennett has continued to oversee the property management of both cottages and 
the repair work for the play areas and I would like to offer my thanks for his ongoing 
contribution.   
 
Planning 
A number of planning proposals were considered by the Council during the course of the 
year and, where necessary, the Council responded with our comments.  
 
The following applications required the Council to either attend ECDC Full Planning 
Committee or present further comments:  
 
Appeal - Paddock adjacent to North End of Scotland End – Following refusal of 
outline planning permission application for 5 houses by ECDC Planning Committee, this 
application was appealed and approved by the Planning Inspector.  
 
Rear of 38 High Street – the application for the Rear of 38 High Street was rejected on 
the ground of traffic safety and over-development but was appealed. The Planning 
Inspector upheld the ECDC Planning Committee decision and the appeal was rejected  
 
Land adjacent to Scotland End   an outline planning application has been submitted 
for the development of 10 dwellings in the paddock to the South of Scotland End. The 
application was considered at the Parish Council meeting in April.  Over 30 residents 
attended. The Chairman advised on how the Parish council would be commenting and 
encouraged all residents to submit their comments to ECDC by the deadline.   
 
Rosewood Stud – following reports and concerns that Rosewood Stud were running 
activities not in line with their planning approvals, the Parish council requested ECDC to 
investigate. This investigation is ongoing. 
 
Website and Newsletter 
It should be acknowledged that there were some issues with accessing the village 
website and content during the course of the year. The future hosting and maintenance 
arrangements were reviewed to find a more permanent and robust solution. The Council 
has agreed to host the service with GoDaddy.com which should help ensure full 
availability in future years.  The website is in the process of being repopulated. 
 
The Village Newsletter has been significantly enhanced and is now published in full 
colour. Feedback has been very positive so far  
 



Fiona Maxwell has taken over as Newsletter Editor in August, after Anna Maxwell stood 
down. I would like to pass on my thanks to Anna for her time as editor and also for the 
improvements she introduced during her tenure.  
 
Traffic working group (TWG) 
Significant progress has been made by the Traffic Working Group and village now has 
mobile speed sign which can be placed at suitable points around the village to remind 
drivers to keep within the speed limit. The TWG will be using the new technology to 
capture data and use this information to request police speed checks, when necessary.  
Local residents have commented that the speed sign seems to be having a positive 
impact on speed through the Village. 
 

Highways 

Despite a successful bid to LHI to fund traffic calming measures in New Street (crossing 

point from the allotments track to the play area), the Council decided, based on value for 

money, to engage a private contractor to complete the work. The work was completed in 

May.  

 

Other matters:  

 A Village Tidy was organized for the 13
th
 April, over 25 people attended and tasks included litter 

picking for the High Street, refurbishing the village hall gates at the North and South end of the 
Village and replanting the tubs around the village pump. 

 Charity accounts – the Council is taking measures to consolidate the charity accounts and is also 
is in the process of appointing new trustees to oversee these funds.  

 Park Farm – following a number of accidents at Park Farm corner, the council has been lobbying 
for safety improvements before there is a serious accident.  At the time of writing this report, I 
note that the garden wall has been hit again this week – and the Council has raised this again 
with the various authorities (Highways, Police, ECDC). It needs urgent action now. 

 Village churchyard – the Council supported St Margaret’s Church by allocating a grant to cover 
the full cost of grass cutting in the churchyard for this year  
 
 

Financial Summary 

Precept: The Council took the decision to increase the village precept by15% to £8765  
for FY 2019 in order to protect the Council’s reserves which are now recovering following 
substantial investment in the Council’s properties in 2017 and 2018. The new precept is 
comfortably in the lowest quartile compared with other villages in East Cambridgeshire.  
 
We took this decision as part of an initiative to protect our reserves, and as contingency 
for future property maintenance costs.   
 
Expenditure: The Council's finances started the year at £27827 and our closing balance 
is £24851.  
 
Income: Our main source of income continues to be the rental income on the Council’s 
two properties and the Precept.  
 
Whilst the Council reserves are recovering, we need to maintain our prudent approach to 
our finances over the next few years.  



 
Audit: The external audit report was received in October and successfully closes our 
2017/18 accounts. The internal audit report for 2019/19 was received in May and other 
than a couple of minor findings, our internal auditor reported no major concerns    
 
Summary  
 
As Chairman of the Parish Council I am proud of what we have achieved and I am 
grateful to my fellow Councillors for their commitment and contribution over the year. It 
should be acknowledged that this a voluntary role and Councillors take on this 
responsibility over and above family and work commitments  
 
This will be my last chairman’s report as after 3 years as Chairman and 20 years as 
Parish Councillor, as I will be standing down from the Parish Council.  
 
I would like to offer my sincere thanks to all Councillors present and past, the current 
Vice Chairman, Councillor Maxwell, and our clerk, Sally Hughes for all their help, support 
and guidance over the years. 
 
3. Village Hall Committee Report – by Councillor Wendy Parsons 

 
There are no incidents or issues to report for the last 12 months. 
The Village Hall finances are as follows:   
 

2018 Total Income £9,555, slightly down on 2017 £9,865 
2018 Expenditure £6,260, up on 2017 £5,446 
2018 made a profit, but not as much as 2017 
There was a increase in the heating costs, but that was probably just timing on when we 
needed to order more oil. 
Electricity cost per unit has increased substantially.  The committee are thinking of 
replacing the pictures lights with more efficient LED lights. 
The trees and hedges have been cut back. 
The committee has had quotes for replacing the toilets and sinks and retiling where 
necessary, £3,000 
Quotes had also been received for building another store room in the void £15k, could 
Parish Council discuss at the next meeting? 
The committee are looking to organise a working party to repaint where necessary and 
clear store rooms. 
 
 

4. Police Report 
Sgt Mark Rabel from Ely police attended the meeting.  He explained that police 
resources have further diminished and now there are only 2 PCSOs for the district; 
originally there were 20.   The police have a team of response officers who can be 
deployed where needed and they are also working with partner agencies, where 
appropriate. 
Statistics for the district and Chippenham for the past year are: 
Calls from East Cambridgeshire to 101/999 – 12k.  For comparison South Cambs were 
23k and Huntingdon were 34k. 



Of the above calls, 57 were for incidents in Chippenham.  There have been no reported 
burgarlies in the past 12 months.  No domestic incidents have been reported in the last 
12 months either. 
There have been six RTCs, three of which involved injury.  Two of these were at Park 
Farm. 
The meeting discussed the new speed sign and Sgt Rabel said he is happy to send 
police speed cameras to support issues in hot spot areas (as indentified by the data from 
the equipment). 
In conclusion, it was noted that East Cambs, and in particular Chippenham, is a very 
safe place to live.  
 
 

5. Traffic Working Group 
Following concerns expressed by some of the people in the village about speeding 
through the village, the Parish Council subsequently established a group to explore ways 
in which this issue could be addressed. Initially this took the form of joining neighbouring 
villages in the Speedwatch campaign but when the equipment broke down a different 
approach was felt to be needed. 
We began to investigate Interactive Speed signs which as well as hopefully calming 
traffic would provide us with data about traffic through the village. 
Following research and discussion it was decided to invest in the Evolis sign, a battery 
operated model which could be moved to various locations around the village. Initially 
the sign was mounted on the High St. opposite the Church. It has since been relocated 
to the Fordham end of the village. 
Initial impressions were that the sign was effective in making motorists slow down and 
this is confirmed by data downloaded from the machine. 
 
During the period from 07/04/19 
Incoming Vehicles 
Doing less than 30mph : 52,184    85.16% 
Doing 31-35 mph : 7,299                 11.91% 
Doing 36-40 mph : 1412                   2.30% 
Doing 41-45 mph :307                        .50% 
Doing46-65 mph:72                             .12 
 
Total Incoming Vehicles 61,274 
 
Outgoing Vehicles 
Doing less than 30 mph : 43,738      73.73% 
Doing 31-35 mph : 12,649                  21.32% 
Doing 36-40 mph : 2,419                      4.08%  
Doing 41-45 mph : 378                          .64% 
Doing 46-65 mph : 134                           .23% 
Total Outgoing Vehicles  59,318 
 
Its early days to be drawing meaningful conclusions from this  but it is interesting that 
motorist who are moving away from the sign and don’t get a message are going at 
slightly higher speeds. 
 



Future areas for development - possibly look to change the message on the machine, 
move it to New St. get more volunteers to change/charge the batteries and move the 
machine. 
 

6. Neighbourhood Watch Report 
No report received. 
 

7. District Council Update – from Cllr Schumann 
Council tax 
We are delighted that we are able to report that the district council’s council tax element 
was able to be frozen again, this is the seventh consecutive year without increase.  
 
We have worked tirelessly on ensuring that the council operates in a way which keeps  
expenditure low and generates enough money from its fees and charges to meet the 
costs of the services it provides.  
 
By sharing senior staff with other authorities with not only made significant savings but  
benefited from ensuring close working relationships with our partners.  
 
The council’s fully owned trading companies are well established and will be integral in  
future years to return dividends to the council. This will enable ECDC to continue to 
deliver and improve what it offers without relying solely on taxation to meet our 
budgetary obligations.  
 
Waste and recycling  
Having brought the waste collection and recycling back ‘in-house’ we have seen a 
significant improvement in the service we can provide to all our residents – plus seeing 
an improvement in the motivation and job satisfaction from our hugely dedicated staff in 
the waste teams.  
 
When we first introduced the recycling bins rates were between 30-40% but since then 
we have increased that number to an average of 60%, with us hitting a high of 63%  
Our Street Scene teams are actively targeting fly tipping areas to ensure rubbish is 
cleared as soon as possible and evidence is gathered to try and prosecute those guilty.  
 
Street Scene is also clearing and in cleaning our towns and villages and has made 
significant improvements in keeping on top of litter and graffiti.  
 
Planning   
Our planning team has generated income which outperformed our budgeted 
expectations and that money has been put back into resourcing the planning teams and 
increase staff capacity. This has enabled the planning department to process and handle 
applications in a much faster and more proactive way.  
 
Enforcement is now taking more robust action against those that do not comply with our  
rules and we have pursued action to the point of demolition if necessary.   
 
Planning has been instrumental in supporting business growth and development and 
worked with applicants to being jobs and employment to the district – this includes 
working with developers on projects such as the Ely cinema complex and Lancaster way 
enterprise zone.  



The Hive  
The district leisure centre and swimming pool has been open just over a year now and 
has been a great addition to leisure provision in the district.  
 
The success of the centre means that finances and resources can now focus on working 
with our other leisure centres and providers to improve provision elsewhere in the 
district.  
 
 

8. County Council Update – from Cllr Schumann 
Council tax 
The Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) element of council tax was increased by 
2.99%.  
The increase was necessary largely due to a significant increase in demand for 
vulnerable adults and children services. 
Nearly 80% of the Council’s £500m p/a revenue budget is spent in the two previously 
mentioned areas so any increase in demand has large impacts on our budgetary 
requirements. 
Approximately 1% increase in Council tax contribution equates to £5m p/a. If we were 
funded to the same level as an average County Council we would receive an extra £15m 
p/a and this is why we are leading on the fairer funding campaign.  
 
Adults and Children service changes  
The County Council has been piloting a ‘Neighbourhood Cares’ scheme in two areas – 
Soham and St Ives. Neighbourhood Cares is a model which puts social workers back in 
the areas that they are operating and gives them much more autonomy in how they use 
the funding to best serve those that need some extra support. The early results from this 
have been very positive with better care being provided, greater degree of job 
satisfaction for the social workers involved and potential financial savings. The County 
Council has also reviewed how we deliver children’s services across the county and 
taken the focus away from historic buildings and moved to a new model which has a hub 
and outreach approach. This has often meant we have increased the support we can 
offer and reached families that previously did not engage.  We have saved money on not 
servicing and maintaining buildings and put a focus on people rather than places.  
 
Commercial investments and income generation 
 CCC’s new efforts in starting work on investments has generated over £2m last year to 
support frontline services. The purchase of a student accommodation building in 
Cambridge was CCC’s first commercial investment and the council will continue to look 
at investment opportunities to create a balanced portfolio .  Next year CCC have 
budgeted to generate £12m from this area of work. 
 
Shire Hall 
After a decision by the council CCC has undertaken a marketing exercise to lease Shire 
Hall and create a new small headquarters in Alconbury Weald. This decision is expected 
to generate in excess of £46m over the next 30 years.  As part of the negotiations with 
the potential bidders CCC has consistently emphasised the importnance of maintaining 
public access to the Scheduled Ancient Monuments on site; these include the Castle 
Mound and the Civil War earth works. The selected preferred bidder, Brookgate, has 
agreed to ensure and improving the public enjoyment on site. 
 



 
10.  Public Participation 
 There was no public comments. 

 


